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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION RESOURCES

CREATING A WELCOMING AND
INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM

Feeling welcomed and having a sense of belonging are key
to a student’s academic success. Creating an inclusive and
supportive learning environment is an ongoing journey
focused on empowering all children to reach their highest

potential. Strategies to help you reduce barriers and foster

the independence of students of all abilities include:

e Get to know your students: Strong, positive
relationships are the foundation for success. Building
trust and understanding a student’s needs allows you
to provide proactive accommodations and tailor
learning to match their interests and skills.

¢ Incorporate diversity into classroom materials: When
selecting books, toys, images, and more, incorporate
people of all abilities - even when the topic isn’t
‘disability’ focused. This can help students recognize
that disability is naturally occurring diversity while
helping students of all abilities to see themselves
reflected and feel seen and valued.

e Use visual supports: Visual schedules (with order
number rather than time), picture labels in addition to
text and written instructions for those with longer
processing times can benefit all students. Consider the
‘visual’ environment of your classroom and avoid
making it overly busy, overwhelming or distracting.

¢ Foster empathy and connection: Students with
disabilities often encounter loneliness. Help them to
undercover the ‘hidden curriculum’ of social
interaction through modelling and explicit instruction.

e Embrace feedback: Be willing to listen to the
experiences of families and children when identifying
accommodations or strategies to support participation.
Be willing to try out new approaches or get creative
when looking for solutions.

e Support self-regulation: Movement breaks, calming
spaces, fidget toys and sensory supports can enable
children to practice critical self-regulation skills.
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MONTHLY RESOURCES
One Page Profiles (All ages)

Building a strong relationship requires a deep
understanding of the child and being able to see
them for the unique individual that they are. One
page profiles are a great tool for easily capturing
critical information for students of all abilities.

School Inspector Lesson (Gr 3-8)

In this activity, students complete an accessibility
audit or inspection of their classroom, school or
(for older children) a community location. They
examine and discuss commonly found barriers and
learn how environments can be improved to
ensure people with disabilities can be included.

CLKD’S INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
MONTH CONTEST - FEB 2026

Each February, CLKD hosts an Inclusive Education
Month contest. Educators can help their class win
a pizza party by sharing pictures, videos or stories
highlighting how they have learned about or
implemented inclusive practices over the school
year. If you utilize any of the provided resources
or introduce your own inclusion-focused lessons,
make sure you take photos and share with us!




